
CLASS OBSERVERS GUIDE LINES 

1) It is fundamental that observers know the lesson programme before starting the 
observation. They should also discuss the programme with the teacher to clarify any aspects 
in advance. 

2) The observer must read and understand the observation/evaluation report in advance 
in order to identify quickly where and when to work on it  throughout the lesson. 

3) Once in the classroom, the observers should NEVER interfere with the natural carrying out 
of the lesson. 

4) Observers can move within the classroom/lab without getting in the way of the 
teacher/students activities. As a general rule they should locate themselves along the 
classroom’s walls. 

5) Observers can comunicate with students only to clarify what has been said (for example 
when something said wasn’t audible).  

6) Observers can work on their reports, it is useful, however, that they carry also the lesson 
programme drawn up by the teacher. Also, we suggest to copy on paper  what the teacher  
writes on the board, in order to have, later on, an exact copy of what has been written. 

7) They should get organized in allocating the observations between themselves. Some 
observers watch a certain group of students, another one focuses on the teacher while 
still another one logs the different lesson’s timeframes (the transition between the 
different stages of the lesson, the duration of interruptions, the lenght of the students 
interventions, the time used by the teacher to explain something without interruptions…). 

8) Filling in all parts of the observation/evaluation report is not necessary. Instead, it can 
be useful to gather some notes about the lesson’s progress, even on a separate sheet, 
when unexpected events related to learning aspects or targets occur. Later on, those 
aspects can be discussed with other observers and the teacher during the next phase: 
reviewing the lesson. 


